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the coal and speculating in it; but notwithstanding that
showing of their altruistic motives, the secretary of state
revoked the license of the coal company in question. The
statute also forbade the charging extortionate prices, which,
again, was a perfectly proper subject of legislation under the
common law; but, unfortunately, was carelessly drawn, so
that it resulted in a somewhat cloudy court opinion.

For the matter of uniform legislation the reader must be
referred in general to reports of the National Commission.
Their greatest achievement has been the code of the law of
bills and notes just mentioned. Besides this they have just
adopted a code on the law of sales, and they have recom-
mended brief and uniform formalities as well as forms for
the execution and acknowledgment of deeds and wills, and
have very considerably improved the procedure in matters of
divorce.

The best modern legislation concerning trade and business
Is, of course, that of the pure-food laws. The Federal law
has certainly proved effective, although it is in danger of
being repealed or emasculated in the interest of the "special
interests"; most of the State laws simply copy it. Undoubt-
edly the laws should be identical in interstate commerce and
in all the States; and this can only be done bv voluntary
uniform action.